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HOW MANY LETTERS ARE THERE?
More letters = longer looking times. For example:
1. She put the little bottle of salt onto the shelf.

2. She put the little bottle of medicine onto the shelf.

HOW OFTEN DO YOU SEE THE WORD IN WRITING?

If words don’t happen very often in writing = longer looking times.
For example:

1. She liked the picture of the truck in the story book.

2. She liked the picture of the tulip in the story book.

DOES THE SENTENCE MAKE SENSE?

1. Bob used a knife to cut the large carrots for dinner.
This sentence makes sense, right?

2. Bob used a pump to inflate the large carrots for dinner.

The start of sentence 2 (“Bob used a pump to inflate the large”)
makes sense because you can use a pump to blow up balloons and
tyres.

But when you come to the word “carrots”, the sentence no longer
makes sense because you can’t blow up carrots like a balloon!

If a sentence describes something that is impossible = longer
looking times for the word that does not make sense (“carrots”).

KEY

= short looking time = longer looking time

Regression

Fixations (going back to reread)

(time spent looking)
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